Dear Future Ninth Grade English Students:

As your future ninth grade English teachers, we feel that reading is a very important part of your academic year with Mentor Public Schools, and we encourage it.  You will be required to read a book this summer, write an essay, and be prepared for in-depth study, discussion, and testing upon your return in the fall.  

The book chosen for you is Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom.  This is a true story about Mitch, a young journalist, who learns valuable life lessons from an old college professor who is dying of Lou Gehrig’s disease.  This is a poignant story that will keep you reading until the very last page.  

Instead of completing a study guide, your assignment for this summer is to write a 1-2 page, 5-paragraph essay on three life lessons you learned while reading this book.  For example, through his discussions with Morrie, Mitch learns that material possessions are not as important as family. Mitch applies this lesson to his own life and realizes that he has not been spending enough time with his wife.  He makes a point to change things, and their relationship becomes stronger. Just like Mitch, you will find three lessons in the book that apply to you.  You will describe the lesson taught by Morrie and then explain/describe an incident that involved you.  This paper should be typed and double-spaced.  If you cannot type the paper, you should write the final copy neatly in ink.  This paper will be collected on the first day of school.  

You may purchase this book from Barnes and Noble, Borders, or Half-Price Books.  You may also find the book in the public libraries.

Please be sure to begin your ninth grade year on a positive note by finishing this assignment carefully and completely.  We are sure you will enjoy it.  Have a great summer!

Sincerely,
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